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The objective of the Napoctep Project is the creation of a series
of tourist routes associated with the presence of Napoleonic
troops in Castilla y Leon and Central Portugal. The routes ela-

borated are the following:
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Route of Siege and Great Battles.

Wellington Route.

Portugal joined the resistance to form a united front that would culminate
in Napoleon’s troops being driven back beyond the Pyrenees.
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Napoleon Bonaparte.
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Napoleon and his tour of Castile and Leon in pursuit of his British ene-
mies are the central aspects of the Napoleon and Englishman’s Run Trail.
His mark is clear in the places he passed through, such as Tordesillas,
where he named the leader of the Santa Clara monastery Abbess Em-
press, Medina de Rioseco, in a visit to the 1808 battlefield, and Astorga,
where he delegated control of the troops before returning to Valladolid.

General Moor, aware of the
dangers of facing the Emperor,
left Salamanca through Toro
and Zamora and reached the
area between Sahagitin and Be-
navente, where he engaged the
French vanguard. It was only
the greater French numbers
that forced a retreat that was
close to ending in disaster.

Church of San Tirso in Sahagiin.

Church museum of San Antolin in Tordesillas.
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Guerrilleros Julian Sanchez el Charro
and el Empecinado Route

There are numerous stories that tell of British soldiers raiding stores
of good wine on their retreat. Today we are able to enjoy the heirs of
those very wines on several Wine Routes in the area, such as those in
Toro, Rueda, and el Bierzo. Other activities linked to the Napoleonic
era include visiting the Military Museum in Almeida, the Cavalry Aca-
demy in Valladolid, and the permanent “Wellington versus Napoleon”
exhibition in Ciudad Rodrigo.
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Castle-Palace of the Marquis of Villafrance del Bierzo. Church of San Benito in Valladolid.

If you want to sleep like an emperor there is no better option than ac-
commodation that oozes history, such as the Posada Real Casa de Tepa
hotel in Astorga, the castle in Benavente, and the Parador hotel in Ciudad
Rodrigo.

There has never been a more pleasant way to follow in Napoleon’s footsteps.

Episcopal Palace and Cathedral in Astorga.
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