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The Trail of Sieges and Great Battles encompasses the major confrontations.
Fortresses such as Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Astorga came under siege
twice, firstly by the French armies and then latterly when they were reta-
ken by Spanish troops. Other places, such as Alba de Tormes, Puebla de
Sanabria, and Salamanca, also suffered the wrath of heavy weapons.

If fortresses were clear targets for both
sides as they sought to consolidate their
power, the sites where the battles that
would, largely, settle the outcome of the
war broke out were less obvious. Our re-
gion is home to several fine examples, such
as Fuentes de Ofioro, on the Portuguese-
Spanish border, Tamames, Salamanca,
Alba de Tormes, and Medina de Rioseco.
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Many of the walls that withstood barrages, fires, and demolition du-
ring the war are still standing, such as the Keep in Alba de Tormes,
the Caracol Tower at Benavente castle, the Fortress of the Concep-
tion in Aldea del Obispo, and the Parador hotel in Ciudad Rodrigo.
Others, such as the castle in San Felices de los Gallegos, the House
of Tepa in Astorga, and the San Marcos Parador hotel in Leon, hou-
sed soldiers from different countries.

Alba de Tormes Castle Keep. Battle of “Los Arapiles” Interpretation Centre.

The battles are explained in centres such as the Battle of “Los Arapiles”
Interpretation Centre, the Almeida Military Museum, and the exhibition
at the Palace of los Aguila in Ciudad Rodrigo and by specialist historical
guides, such as Primer Edecén.

If you want to find out about history, the best place is the place where
it happened.

Monument to the Battle of Moclin
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