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Monastery of San Martin de Castañeda

In the 10th century, Abbot Martino and a group of Mozarabic monks from San Cebrián de Mazote (Valladolid) 
founded the Monastery of San Martín de 'Castaneira' or 'Castiñeira', taking advantage, according to findings 
and testimonies, of the structures of another Visigothic foundation . They reach their peak in the 12th 
century when they joined the Order of the Cluny.
With the arrival to the Iberian Peninsula of the Benedictine Reformation, he will belong to the Cistercian 
Order, naming Pedro Cristino abbot (1150), who will carry out important works in the monastic complex. 
With the Cistercian rule is when most of the construction work of the Monastery Church (12th century) and 
other dependencies are carried out.
The granite seating and slate stand out as construction material. On the western or western façade there 
is a folded arch and a protogothic rose window, in addition to the main portal that is embedded in the 
year 1571. The relief of the titular saint, San Martín, appears who shares his cape with the beggar and the 
inscription of the primitive foundation.
Declared a Historic-Artistic Monument, the Monastery of San Martín de Castañeda is the only one of the 
Cistercian monasteries in Zamorano founded on a mountain whose period of splendor in the 12th and 13th 
centuries led it to dominate the entire Sanabria Valley. The only temple preserved intact of the Cistercian 
monasteries that existed in the province.
In its dependencies you can visit an exhibition on San Martín de Castañeda, ethnography, Unamuno, a 
sample of recovered sacred art and information on the Atlantic Romanesque Plan. You can visit the church.

HISTORICAL DATA
Architecture: Religious architecture
Construction: Monastery / Convent
Predominant 
styles:

Romanesque
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Historical 
Period:

Middle Ages

WHEN TO VISIT IT?
Opening hours
- From March 1 to June 11:

- Friday: 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
- Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
- Closed: From Monday to Thursday
- Closed in the morning: Friday

- From June 16 to September 15:
- Every day: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

- From September 16 to December 18:
- From Friday to Sunday: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
- Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
- Closed: From Monday to Thursday

- From December 19 to February 8:
- Closed: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturdays, Sundays and Public holidays

- From February 9 to February 29:
- Friday: 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM
- Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM
- Closed: From Monday to Thursday

Taxes
1 €
Observations: Always check these times with the Puebla Tourist Oce: Tel. 980 62 07 34. E-mail: 
ofturismo@pueblasanabria.com. Please consult on holidays and long weekends. Closed on September 1 
and 2.
This portal is not responsible for possible changes in the schedules and rates reflected

ADDRESS AND MAP LOCATION
- Postal address Pza de la Iglesia s/n. San Martín de Castañeda (Galende). Zamora

TOURIST INFORMATION

Galende town hall
Address
- Postal address  municipality of Galende . Zamora
- Email

secretario@aytogalende.es
- Phones

980 626755 
- Fax

980 626 813
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To know more

Puente (El) tourism oce
Address
- Postal address Plaza s/n.. El Puente (Galende). NaN. Zamora
- Email

oturlago@aytogalende.es
- Phones

980 621 408
To know more

Zamora tourism oce
Address
- Postal address Avda. Principe de Asturias, 1. Zamora. NaN. Zamora
- Email

oficinadeturismodezamora@jcyl.es
- Web

www.turismocastillayleon.com
- Phones

980 531 845
To know more
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